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A message from the Curator’s corner

Kaelyn Gregory

On Saturday, June 29" the Wallaceburg Museum and the Chatham-Kent Heritage
Network (CKHN) unveiled a new permanent plaque at the location of where the Glass
Factory used to stand. This plaque was part of the first year of a plaquing initiative in all
of Chatham-Kent put forward by the CKHN. This
' was the first to go up in Wallaceburg, but the
seventh to go up in the Chatham-Kent area. The
' museum intends to be part of this initiative for years &
to come, and hope to plaque multiple important
historical sites in the next years.

We were so grateful to have both Roger VanBellinghem and
Harold Miller attend the ceremony. They are pictured here. These
two men are the oldest surviving Glasshouse Retirees in
Wallaceburg. They both had impressive careers in the glass, start-
ing as boys at only 13 and 14 years old and committing to impressive 40+ year careers. It was a week-
end of great pride and commemoration of one of the town’s most major losses. If you would like to
check out the plaque, it is on the corner of Old Glass Road and Garnet Street. Bring your device! There
is a QR code on the plaque housing even more information.
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Yesterdays by Myrna Jewell
Jim’s Wooden Leg

Back in the days when horse and carriage was the only mode of transport,
James (Jim) Dunlop ran a thriving business selling every accessory
necessary for horse and driver.

Capt. J.W. Steinhoff : Wallaceburg’s First Mayor

His establishment was located where the old Bank of Montreal stood
opposite the museum.

Here is a great picture of Jim's store. Hung at the back is a wide variety of
horse collars while reins and harnesses are on the left. James Dunlop is
shown serving one of his customers.

Also, the store sold steamer trunks, bags, pouches, valises (small travelling
bags) and other leather goods.

Jim Dunlop’s Harness Shop

Piled on the counter are horse blankets and buffalo robes used to keep the
horse and rider warm during the cold winter months. Just from this picture, we can see how
transportation was during this time.

e m Later, he relocated the business to Wellington Street where the municipal car

- park is situated. This location was convenient for him to service delivery
wagons for many businesses in the area including the Canada Bread
Company plus the customers shopping nearby.

| found an article from Mann’s Historical Files, and it tells the story that
circulated among the town said to be classed as early Wallaceburg folk lore.

It read: “Mr. Dunlop had an artificial leg that was quite unique. Generally, as he went about his daily
routine of repairing harnesses, he straddled the bench which was similar to a wooden horse. In this
position, Mr. Dunlop found that he was experiencing a great deal of difficulty in keeping his sock from
falling to his boot tops. Catching a stranger unaware, Jim calmly reached for his trusty hammer,
snatched a nail from his work bench and secured the falling sock by pounding a nail through his pant
and trouser leg. Needless to say, the stranger stood stupefied.”

| would think more like horrified!!

“100 years ago everyone owned horses, only the rich had cars. Today everyone owns cars, and only
the rich own horses. The stables have turned.”
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Answers page 7
Wallaceburg History Trivia pag

What company began in the basement of The Old Town Hall?

Which international fund raising campaign did the Boy Scouts begin in Wallaceburg?

What disease did many settlers of Baldoon contract in 1804-1805?

In what years did Mac-Craft produce boats in Wallaceburg?

Which crops were large groups of immigrants from Belgium recruited to work in cultivating?
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‘We've been open 40 years 1984—2024

JHave you got a great story to share volunteering at the
Wallaceburg Museum ?

"We would love to hear all about it.
Send your stories to
Leesa—museumpr@kent.net

The Rex Crawford Family
is pleased to be a Beledoon Newsletter sponsor

> = I'm a tour guide at a museum, and when | told a group that the o' e
fossil they were looking at was 65 million years and 3 weeks ~ /9
e~ \VAN

"' old, they asked me where the 3 weeks came from.
=7 I said well it was 65 million years old when | was
v

hired here, and that was 3 weeks ago.

N | | | N G 1436 Dufferin Avenue,
| 10 EM Wallaceburg, ON, Canada, ON
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Beledoon News

Are you looking to expand advertising as a small or large business? Has your family and family
g name been here forever? Perhaps you would like to advertise in our Beledoon Newsletter.
: The newsletter gets published 6 times a year.
Ifyouare readingthis, Cost for year $100 for a family, $125 for a business.
__ spareyours For more information please contact the Museum.
potential customers!
ontact us for details.
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An editorial by Jim Mulgrew

Wallaceburg Brass Limited
WALTEC

Together we grow
Our history has shown that Waltec and Wallaceburg have grown together since the turn of the
century. The continued growth of this amalgamation depends deeply on the people involved.

THE PEOPLE AT WALTEC - “WHO ARE THEY”

They are employees who are energetic, competent and frequent leaders in the community. In shore
they are good neighbours and citizens. We are proud indeed of those whom it can be said have many
accomplishments. You might say they have two responsibilities — one with us and another furthering
the well being of Wallaceburg. At Waltec they have learned their responsibility through training and
experience. You will also find them learning and gaining experience through the many Wallaceburg
organizations they may be associated with such as: a scout leader, a minor hockey coach, a little
league umpire, a member of the town council. A member of Wallaceburg service club, a fraternal
organization, a member of various church and charitable groups, also a participant in many sport
teams. Many industries and businesses have been developed in Wallaceburg through the leadership
of former employees, who are contributing to the growth of the community.

THAT’S WHO THEY ARE WALTEC EMPLOYEES,

Wallaceburg as does Waltec, stands at the crossroads today. Behind us — many years of achievement
won over great odds, and with great effort. We at Waltec believe that today we cannot stand still and
be content with what we have achieved thus far — not while there are so many challenges facing us.
These challenges can be worldwide and recognizing this, we are already searching for and studying
new products, new ideas and new technology through countries in Europe, Asia and South America.
We must look to the future with the determination and the courage that residents of Wallaceburg have
always shown, if we are to have a future bright with fulfillment.

FunERar DIRECTOR CAVANAGH || Supports the

409 N ST., Fumenal Forre : : :
409 NELSON ST s Historical Society

A perfect summer day is
when the sun is shining,
the breeze is blowing,
the birds are singing and
the lawn mower is broken.

(Jarnes Deret)

&/ MAKE A DIFFERENCE ..

‘,\,‘ .,jﬁ' < Join our team today

25 Lisgar Street, Wallaceburg, ON N8A 4A5
Phone: 519 627 1277
Email: info@tomandalsfurniture.com

2ualidy HOME Hours: Monday to Saturday 9:00am—5:00pm
FURNISHINGS

Sundays Closed
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Newsletter — Part 2 First 20 years

Wallaceburg now had an official Museum, now much work needed to be done to get it ready for a
grand opening. The Wallaceburg & District Museum was under the care and control of the Wallaceburg
& District Historical Society and at the time of opening in June of 1984, the board included about 20
members including George Van Snick as President, Kristina Lee as Vice-President, Ray Knowles as
Treasurer and Mark Jackson as Secretary. Officers were normally selected for a 2-year period and
were elected during the Annual General Meeting (AGM). There have been many different members
chosen for these posts and many others that became board members and committee members.

The first actual paid staff were Marie Louise DeRidder, Joanne Cross and Micheline Turner as Admin-
istrators, each for only a short period of 1985. Marie Louise DeRidder would come back as Administra-
tor from 1987 to 1990. Laura Benson became administrator in 1990 and continued until Feb. of 1998.
Delina Bogaert took over in 1999 and carried on for many years.

As stated in Part 1, the main building was the only area being used as the museum. The upstairs hall
was not part of the deal, nor was the Meter Building just to the east or the Agricultural Park on the west
side. There was no connecting door to the theatre, and the south part (Substation) of the building was
still used by Wallaceburg Hydro.

Improvements and notable events that took place over the first 20 years included:

e making areas more accessible to the public by adding a ramp to access the second-floor area in
Jan. 1985.

o Windows that were not needed, were blocked

e Heating and AC issues would be addressed

e The Meter Building would become part of museum and connected by a breezeway in 1986

e Expansion of Sports Hall of Fame in 1988

e Museum takes over responsibility of Agricultural Park in 1988

e Lee Enfield Rifle comes to museum in 1989

e Doorway installed between Museum Lobby and Theatre Lobby in 1990.

e Meeting about establishing the building as a Cultural Centre in 1993

e Museum offers to take over operations of Southpark Theatre, in 1996

e Grant received from Dow Chemical to pay for new roof and install heating and cooling with natural
gas in 1997

e South Park Theatre under control of museum in 1997

The K. Simpson Family
is a Proud Sponsor
of the Beledoon Newsletter
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Newsletter — Part 2 First 20 years

e Town of Wallaceburg amalgamation with Chatham-Kent in1998
e Bruce Warwick loans his Lee Enfield rifle collection in 1998

¢ Name changes approved for Von Ayres Cultural Centre, Jeanne Gordon Theatre, Frank Mann
Research Centre and Frank Murdock Sports Hall of Fame, May 1998

e Glass Gallery planned after plant closing in 1999
e Shelves built for newspapers in research room in 2000
e Milk Wagon donated by Lee Reidstra in 2001

Many of the artifacts that had been collected before the acquisition of the Hydro Building were moved to
the new location after the deal was made and displays were created to showcase the collection to the
public. Other items found suitable storage space in this large building. Renovations would take place
every so often to keep the place fresh and welcoming to the many visitors.

See Part Three for information on the past 20 years in the next newsletter.

Contact Us
322 James St. Wallaceburg, N8A 2N5
(519) 627-5422 / (519) 627-5755

= EgSs. ot i 1. Wallaceburg Brass and Iron. Everythj'ng is funnier
f EASY History Trivia ° 2. Apple Day. when you 11': not allowed
& = S 3. Malaria. to ugh
. - 4. 1938t01941. 3
Wallaceburg History Trivia Answers
5. Sugar Beets. ‘@:Q’ ’
. k=
Questions page 3 i ‘

Gamble HUB International
HUB 902 St. Clair St., Chatham, Ontario
Office 519 333 5839
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We are looking for vendors inside and outside fo
, Saturday, August 10, 2024 10am to 4pm.
Contact Leesa, museumpr@kent.net




